
Fashion, Music Highlighted in 
PHL Independence Celebration

Philippine fashion and music 
took centerstage at the Phil-
ippine Embassy’s reception in 

commemoration of the 117th Anni-
versary of the Proclamation of Philip-
pine Independence, held on June 12 
at the Royale Chulan Hotel in Kuala 
Lumpur.

Minister in the Prime Minister’s 
Department Senator Datuk Paul Low 
Seng Kuan was the event’s guest of 
honor, together with his wife, Datin 
Law Hung Lai.  They joined around 
400 guests from the diplomatic corps, 
the Malaysian Government, business-
men, and members of the Filipino 
community. 

“Philippine fashion and music 
are two features that we are proud 
of as a people.  Our designers and 
musicians are making waves around 

(Left photo) Ambassador J. Eduardo Malaya (left) and Minister in the Prime Minister’s Department and event’s Guest of Honor 
Senator Datuk Paul Low Seng Kuan (Right) exchange toasts. (right photo) Ambassador Malaya and Minister Senator Datuk 
Paul (third and fourth from left, respectively) cut the ceremonial cake with (from left) Princess Dr. Becky Leogardo, Madame 
Rena Cristina Koa-Malaya, M.D., Datin Law Hung Lai and PLDT Malaysia CEO John Gregory Palanca.

(Left photo) Madame Malaya, Ambassador Malaya and their daughter, Jana Ariana Malaya, take the runway. (Right photo) 
Fashion director Raymond Villanueva, accessories designer Gina Frias-Himpe and designer Joel Bautista take their bow after 
the show.(Continued on page 3 )

FILCOM Parade ushers 
PHL Independence Festivities

The Filipino-Malaysian community 
came out in colorful Fiesta-inspired cos-
tumes as they walked and danced along 
the major thoroughfares of Kuala Lumpur 
on Sunday, June 7, ushering an all-day 
“Fiesta sa Embahada 2015”.   

Philippine Ambassador to Malaysia J. 
Eduardo Malaya and his wife, Rena Cristina 

Koa-Malaya, M.D., led an estimated 2,500 
Filipinos and Malaysians as they traversed 
the 3.7-kilometer long parade route. Sing-
er-comedienne Giselle Sanchez was the 
parade’s honorary Grand Marshall.  

After the parade, the participants 
converged at the embassy for an after-

(Continued on page 3 )
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Kapamilya
Concert Kicks Off PHL Independence Week

The “Kapamilya sa Malay-
sia” concert featuring 
Ms. Vina Morales and 

Mr. Erik Santos kicked o�  
the week-long celebration 
of Philippine Independence. 
Held on May 31 at the Kraf-
tangan amphitheatre in Kua-
la Lumpur, the free concert 
was co-presented by   the 
Philippine Embassy, Othman 
Merican Educational Devel-
opment Berhad and   The 
Filipino Channel (TFC).

More than 1,300 Filipi-
nos and Malaysians danced 
and sang along with the 
performers in an hour-long 
concert. 

Vina Morales performed 
Kung Ako Na Lang Sana, 
Ngayon at Kailanman, and 
the theme song of the hit 
teleserye, Pangako Sa’yo. She 
also sang classic and modern 
dance hits from the 70s and 
80s which made the crowd 
get on their feet. 

Meanwhile, Erik Santos 
sang his greatest hits includ-
ing movie theme songs Bukas 
na lang Kita Mamahalin, Ka-
hit Na, Dadalhin, Sanay’ Wala 

ng Wakas, I’ll Never Go and I 
Believe I Can Fly. Both artists 
sang a medley from VST & Co. 
as the concert’s � nale. 

Event sponsors were: 
DiGi Telecommunications, 
SM Development Corpora-
tion, Puan Sri Crystal Ibrahim, 
Merienda de Eva, PLDT/Smart 
Pinoy, Ireka Development,  
and Forex Cargo. Event Com-
mittee chairperson was Puan 
Sri Sylvia Merican. 

The concert also 
launched TFC.TV in Malay-
sia, providing subscribers 
access to ABS-CBN’s pro-
grams. Filipinos can now 
watch the network’s news 
programs, drama, games 
and reality, talk shows, and 
sports shows. o  Left to right: Ambassador J. Eduardo Malaya talks about the growth of the Filcom in Malaysia; Co-Presentor Tan Sri Othman 

Merican welcomes the audience; Event chairperson Puan Sri Datin Sylvia Shazia Merican acknowledges the support of spon-
sors and other cooperating individuals. 

Madame Rena Cristina Koa-Malaya, M.D. (right) presents � owers to Kapamilya sa Malaysia concert performers Vina Morales 
and Erik Santos. Joining them is Shiloh Merican. 
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noon of entertainment provided by Ms. 
Sanchez and Filcom groups. 

“For the fourth year, we bring the 
beauty and richness of Philippine culture 
as we commemorate our nation’s found-
ing.  In line with Visit Philippines Year 
2015 and Malaysia’s Year of Festivals, we 
are sharing the Filipino � esta with Malay-
sians,” Ambassador Malaya said.

Organizations which joined the pa-
rade included the Federation of Filipino 
Associations in Malaysia (FFAM), Union 
of Filipino Muslims in Malaysia (UMFM), 
Malaysia Filipino Club, Isabelino Ako, Sa-
mahang Impok Bayan, Migrant Workers 
and Other Filipinos Resource Center Stu-
dents, Smart Pinoy, SFX, KL Pinoy, GMGI, 

LBC, Kabisig, Bibak, SMDC, Good News 
Christian Fellowship, OFW Tambayan, 
SIM, Philippine Ladies of Kuala Lumpur 
(PLKL), Filipinos Residing in Malaysia 
(FRIM), St. John’s Tahanang Filipino, 
Guardians, FR Gardens, Harley Davidson 

Motorbikers and Petron Malaysia. 
This year’s parade, the grandest 

and biggest in its four-year history, was 
organized with the support of the FFAM 
under the leadership of its current presi-
dent, Ms. Menchie Añonuevo.  

Corporate sponsors of the event 
were: Pag-IBIG Fund, PLDT Malaysia/Smart 
Pinoy, Cebu Paci� c, Bank of the Philippine 
Islands, SM Development Corporation, 
Petron Malaysia, LBC Cargo, SpeedSend, 
BDO Remit and UAE Exchange. o

(FILCOM parade. . .from Page 1)

the world, dressing up celebrities and 
in� uential people, and entertaining 
them at the same time.  The Embassy 
decided to put a twist to our diplomatic 
reception by adding a fashion show, 
and we are glad that it worked,” Am-
bassador J. Eduardo Malaya said.

Making his debut in the Malay-
sian fashion scene was Manila-based 
designer Joel Bautista, who showed o�  
his Filipiniana collection, together with 
accessories designer Gina Frias-Himpe 
in a fashion show directed by Manila-
based fashion director Raymond Vil-
lanueva.  Taking the runway as models 
were members of the Filipino commu-
nity and Embassy o�  cers and sta� .

Adding more color to the recep-
tion were � utist Roberto Tarang, violin-
ist Maria Liza Lopez-Tarang and pianist 
Marius Villaroman, who entertained 
the audience with Filipino and Malay-
sian classical pieces.  They � ew in from 
Manila with support from the Philip-
pine National Commission on Culture 
and the Arts (NCCA).

Joining the trio for a surprise 
rendition of Ernani Cuenco’s “Nahan” 
were Ambassador Malaya on piano and 
Career Minister and Consul Maria An-
tonina Mendoza-Oblena on � ute.

The cocktail reception featuring 
Filipino and Malaysian cuisine such as 

lamb adobo, pancit palabok, chocnut 
suman and turon was prepared with 
the assistance of Manila-based chef 
Jose Marco Antonio Legasto. This is Mr. 
Legasto’s third year to help prepare the 
National Day’s cuisine.

Lending support to the event 
were the NCCA, PLDT Malaysia/Smart 
Pinoy, Cebu Paci� c Airlines and BML 
Enterprises.  o

(Fashion, music. . .from Page 1)
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Valuable materials on Philippine-
Malaysia relations are now more acces-
sible to policy makers and the general 
public with the publication of a book on 
Philippine-Malaysia agreements by the 
Philippine Embassy in Kuala Lumpur.

Entitled “Philippines-Malaysia 
Agreements (1964-2014): Cornerstones 
of a Partnership”, the book features 20 
agreements, protocols, and declarations 
signed by the two countries, covering 
culture, education, political, economic, 
tourism, environment, defense and law 
enforcement cooperation.   

The 189-page compendium in-
cludes an overview of Philippine-Malay-
sia relations, a chronology of signi� cant 
events in the two countries’ relations, 
and the Embassy’s major activities during 
the last three years.

“The last few years have seen mile-
stones in Philippines-Malaysia relations, 
notably the exchange of high-level vis-
its in 2013 and 2014 between President 
Benigno S. Aquino III and Prime Minister 
Datuk Seri Mohd Najib bin Tun Abdul 
Razak.  These developments underscore 
the enduring friendship between the two 
neighboring countries and ASEAN Found-
ing Members,” Philippine Foreign A� airs 
Secretary Albert F. del Rosario wrote in 
the book’s foreword.  

PHL Embassy Releases Book on Philippine-Malaysia Agreements

“As re� ected in signed agreements, 
the compendium places in proper context 
the current and past initiatives to address 
challenges and harness opportunities to 
deepen our bilateral engagements,” he 
added.

Secretary del Rosario also com-
mended the Embassy team for “their ini-
tiative in putting together the compen-
dium, a ‘best practice’ in the Philippine 
foreign service.”

The Embassy team that worked on 

the book project were Career Minister 
Maria Antonina Mendoza-Oblena, Atta-
che Iris Vrenelli Felizmarie Marcelo and 
former Attache (Political) Zaide Castro-
Fuerzas.

In his preface, Ambassador Malaya, 
who served as book editor, noted the 
various purposes of the book.

“This book is meant as a reference 
material for policymakers, diplomats and 
other government o�  cials in addressing 
the complex and often interconnected 
issues between the two countries and 
in moving the relations forward.  It also 
aims to provide a platform for exploring 
other agreements, especially in the � elds 
of health, agriculture and trade, which 
have been proposed and currently under 
consideration,”  he said.  

Ambassador Malaya was also lead 
editor of the book “Philippine Treaties In-
dex: 1946-2010 (DFA/Central Bookstore: 
2010),” with Career Minister Oblena and 
Mr. Allan Casupanan.  

Diplomatic relations between the 
Philippines and Malaysia began in 1959 
when the Philippine Legation was estab-
lished in Kuala Lumpur.  o

Ambassador J. Eduardo Malaya (left) presents a copy of the book to Minister in 
the Prime Minister’s Department Senator Datuk Paul Low Seng Kuan.   

Ambassador J. Eduardo Malaya and some members of the 2nd Ambassador’s Tour pose  in front of the Fort San Pedro 
in Cebu. 

2nd Ambassador’s Tour: Bigger and Better

(Continued on page  5  )

The Philippine Embassy - 
Kuala Lumpur successfully 
completed its 2nd Ambas-

sador’s Tour  to the Philippines 
(May 2-5), bringing 121 tour 
participants to the islands of Bo-
hol and Cebu. 

After a successful First Tour 
of Manila, Tagaytay, and Villa 
Escudero in 2013, the much-
awaited Second Tour was even 
better and bigger with more 
activities and more chances to 
enjoy the beautiful, blue wa-
ters of the archipelago.

“This year, we had an ex-
panded itinerary for the Am-
bassador’s Tour as we have a 
common theme – activities 
on water,” Philippine Ambas-
sador to Malaysia J. Eduardo 
Malaya said.
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After appreciating heri-
tage sites in Cebu such as the 
Magellan Shrine and seeing 
how the famous Cebu guitars 
and fashion accessories are 
made in their respective fac-
tories, the tour group went 
island hopping in Cebu.

Tour participants boarded 
open-air, motorized bancas 
(outrigger boats) that took them 
to Nalusuan Island – a marine 
sanctuary in Cebu with crystal 
blue waters. They were also 
able to feed � sh and go snorkel-
ling near Hilutungan Island.

In Bohol, the tour group 
enjoyed lunch while on a 
cruise along the Loboc River. 
They also saw the world’s sec-
ond smallest primate, the tar-
sier, and got to appreciate the 
unique geological formation 
of Chocolate Hills.

Ambassador Malaya was 
quick to point out how Cebu 
and Bohol have been boost-
ing Halal tourism by helping 
increase the number of Halal-
certi� ed food establishments 
in the islands. 

“With Halal tourism on 
the rise and the increase of 
air connectivity between 
Kuala Lumpur and the vari-
ous island destinations of the 
Philippines, there are now 
more reasons for Malaysians 
to choose the Philippines 
for their next vacation.  We 
are even working on getting 
more tourists to fly directly 
to their island destinations 
without having to change 
planes,” Ambassador Malaya 
said. 

The 2nd Ambassador’s 
Tour’s aim was to re-introduce 
the Philippines to Malaysians 
and other nationalities who 
joined the tour as a complete 
tropical, heritage, cultural, and 
eco-tourism experience.

In 2013, the year the Am-
bassador’s Tour started, the 
Philippines enjoyed a 27 per-
cent growth on the arrival 
of Malaysian tourists com-
pared to the year before with 
139,000 Malaysians visiting 
the islands.

This is the highest and 
most signi� cant growth rate 
from the Philippines’ major 
tourist markets which cata-
pulted Malaysia into the 9th 
spot of the country’s top 10 
tourist markets.

“De� nitely, we would like 
to see more international tour-
ist arrivals to the Philippines – 
especially in Bohol and Cebu 
where the people are greatly 
involved in sustainable tour-
ism,” Ambassador Malaya said. 
(Carol Ramoran-Malasig) o

Tour  participants had a chance to (clockwise from left) visit 
a guitar factory, island hop in Nalusuan and Hilutungan 
islands, have a sumptuous lunch while cruising down the 
Loboc River and marvel at the Chocolate Hills.

The Ambassador speaks at the opening of the art exhibit Kita at Qube Gallery in Cebu.

(2nd Ambassador’s Tour. . .from Page 4)
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Tan Sri Othman Merican and his 
gracious wife, Puan Sri Sylvia Meri-
can, raised RM 97,600 during their 
� rst fundraising event to bene� t al-
ternative learning centers (ALCs) in 
Sabah. The private reception which 
was held on May 30, 2015 at the 
Merican residence witnessed an out-
pouring of support and concern for 
Filipino children who have no access 
to formal education. 

The reception was attended by 
the Merican couple’s Malaysian and 
Filipino friends. The net proceeds of 
RM94,550 will bene� t 790 children 
enrolled in several ALCs located in 
Kota Kinabalu, Keningau and Sanda-
kan.   

“These children are the victims 
of unfortunate circumstances. It is 
not their fault that they were born 
in Sabah of Filipino parents who are 
mostly farm and plantation work-
ers. It is our duty to give these chil-
dren the proper tools to help them 

become useful citizens. Through 
education and literacy programs, we 
are giving these children a chance 
to a better future,” Tan Sri Othman 
remarked. 

For his part, Ambassador J. Ed-
uardo Malaya thanked the Mericans 
and the donors for their kindness 
and generosity. “On behalf of the 
Embassy, I wish to express our pro-

found gratitude to Tan Sri and Puan 
Sri Merican and all the donors for 
helping the less fortunate children 
make their hopes and dreams a real-
ity,” the Ambassador said.

In addition to the appeal for 
donations, there was also an auction 
of jewelry designed by Mouawad 
and an elegant gown created by Jo-
vian Mandagie.

In concluding the reception, 
Tan Sri Othman Merican thanked all 
the guests for turning the event into 
a major success.  “We exceeded our 
fundraising goal and we are grateful 
to all the donors for doing some-
thing positive and tangible to help 
the children in Sabah.” 

The Embassy’s alternative edu-
cation program arose out of Ambas-
sador Malaya’s challenge to Filipino 
community leaders in 2012 to help 
address the literacy needs of thou-
sands of underprivileged children in 
Sabah.  

Under a memorandum of un-
derstanding signed with six Sabah 
ALCs, the Philippine Department of 
Education, the Commission on Fili-
pinos Overseas, and the Philippine 
Embassy conducted a capacity-
building workshop for volunteer 
teachers in November 2014. A 
follow-up workshop is scheduled 
in August 2015.  o 

Tan Sri Othman Merican speaks to the guests about the need to support the chil-
dren in Sabah who have no access to education.  

Ambassador J. Eduardo Malaya hands a plaque to Tan Sri Othman Merican in rec-
ognition of his remarkable contribution to the alternative education program in 
Sabah.   Also shown are Puan Sri Sylvia Merican (left), Tess Dizon (2nd from right) 
and Eva Gurcharan (right).

Tan Sri Othman Merican raises RM97,600 for ALCs

A new electronic queue system 
was recently installed at the PHL Em-
bassy to speed up consular servicing 
and labor o�  ce transactions. The 
new system eliminates long lines of 
people waiting to be served at the 
consular area.

“In line with our commitment 
to provide e�  cient service and com-
fort to our clients, we have installed 
an electronic queue system to ensure 
smooth servicing of our consular ap-
plicants. Clients are now seated while 
waiting for their turn. With the new 
system, we have eliminated long 
lines at our consular section,” Ambas-
sador J. Eduardo Malaya said.

Upon their arrival, clients take a 
number from the machine by press-
ing the desired service category, 
namely passport application,  visa 

application, notarial and legal docu-
ments, processing of overseas em-
ployment certi� cate (OEC), Overseas 
Workers Welfare Administration 
membership, and other services.

An LED screen with audio fea-
ture alerts clients and directs them to 
appropriate service window. 

There are also ample seats, two 
television sets and free Wi-Fi in the 
consular area to make waiting time 
as comfortable and useful as pos-
sible. 

The QMS is the second phase of 
this year’s consular upgrade project. 
The � rst phase involved the replace-
ment of the � oor tiles covering a 
total � oor area of 1,260 square feet. 
Both phases were funded by the Fili-
pino Businessmen and Professionals 
Caucus (FBPC). o

Electronic Queue System 
Speeds up Consular Servicing
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