
Parol Lighting, Christmas Concert
Featured in PHL Embassy Open House 
The Philippine Embassy in Kua-

la Lumpur spread Christmas 
cheer in Malaysia, Filipino-

style, as it hosted a well-appreciated 
Christmas Open House and Musical 
Concert for members of the diplo-
matic corps, Malaysian government 
o�  cials, businessmen and women, 
and select members of the Filipino 
community, held on December 11 at 
the Embassy grounds.

The Philippine Embassy turned 
into a mini-Filipino Christmas village 
as guests were welcomed by parols 
(Christmas lanterns) and treated to 
familiar Filipino Christmas fare pro-
vided by Merienda de Eva and Eu-
rodeli restaurants.

The parols were lit up in a cer-
emony led by Ambassador J. Edu-
ardo Malaya, Madame Rena Cristina 
Koa-Malaya, M.D., Charge d’ A� aires 
of the Papal Nunciature Msgr. Iount 
Paul Strejac and World Health Orga-
nization Director for Global Health 
Services Francisco Cardenas.  The 
City Government of San Fernando, 
Pampanga generously provided the 
parols to the Embassy which includ-
ed a giant lantern measuring 5 feet 
by 5 feet.

The event, which was attend-
ed by 300 people, also featured a 
Christmas concert that highlighted 
Malaysia-based Filipino talents and 
Malaysians with Filipino a�  nity per-
forming  classic and new Christmas 
carols.  Will Rebaño and Lipraxedes 
Jumawan served as musical direc-
tors and band members with pianist 
Gladys Gulapa and singers Maria An-
gela Rebaño, Gina Panizales and Ra-
chel Guerzo.

Ms. Guerzo is a highly acclaimed 
Malaysian jazz singer and a member 
of the Soliano-Guerzo clan of mu-
sicians founded by the legendary 
Alfonso Soliano, the founder of the (Continued on page 2)

Radio Malaya Orchestra in the 1950s 
and considered the “Father of mod-
ern Malay music”.

Also performing were Embassy 

PHL-Hosted Asean Ladies Seminar Discusses 
Beauty, Fitness, and Wellness

can, Datin Sri Ismalina Ismail, Cambodian Ambas-
sador to Malaysia HRH Princess Norodom Arunr-
asmy, YTL Corporation and JW Marriot Executive 
Director Dato Yeoh Soo Min, as well as wives of 
ASEAN Ambassadors. 

Madame Malaya, wife of Philippine Ambassa-
dor to Malaysia J. Eduardo Malaya and Patron of 
ALC Philippines, is an obstetrician-gynecologist. 
She gave a talk on wellness, particularly on the 
aspect of reproduction, and discussed how wom-
en can minimize the symptoms and discomfort 
caused by menopause.

Ms. Carolyn Ramoran-Malasig, wife of Embassy 
Third Secretary and Vice Consul Alvin Malasig and 
Honorary Secretary of the ALC, has been working 
with beauty brands for over a decade now – as a 

Ladies of the Philippine Embassy in Kuala 
Lumpur, led by Madame Rena Cristina Koa-Ma-
laya, M.D., hosted a Beauty, Fitness and Wellness 
seminar for the ASEAN Ladies Circle (ALC) held 
on December 7 at the JW Marriott Hotel in Kuala 
Lumpur.

The seminar entitled “Age is Just a Number: 
ALC Philippines Session on Beauty, Fitness, and 
Wellness” was a hit among the ladies from the 
ten ASEAN countries who came to the event to 
learn more about how they can take better care 
of themselves.

The event was attended by, among others, 
ALC Patron and wife of Malaysian Foreign Minis-
ter Datuk Seri Anifah Aman, Datin Sri Siti Rubiah 
Bt Datuk Abdul Samad, ALC Adviser and wife of 
Malaysian Deputy Foreign Minister Reezal Meri-

(From left) Ambassador J. Eduardo Malaya, Madame Rena Cristina Koa Malaya, M.D., Charge d’ A� aires of 
the Papal Nunciature Msgr. Iount Paul Strejac and World Health Organization Director for Global Health 
Services Francisco Cardenas lead the parol lighting ceremonies.  

(Continued on page 2)
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Madame Malaya and Datin Sri Siti (fourth and � fth from left, respec-
tively) with the ALC Patrons and Datin Sri Ismalina Ismail (fourth from 
right), Cambodian Ambassador to Malaysia HRH Princess Norodom 
Arunrasmy (second from right) and Dato Yeoh Soo Min (rightmost).

(PHL-Hosted Asean.....from Page 1)

(Parol lighting.....from Page 1)

model, lifestyle journalist, and beauty 
blogger. She gave a talk on beauty and 
skin care, focusing on usual problems 
modern women face today. 

The ladies were also treated to a 
� tness session with Ms. Jinie Kamal, 
founder of � tness gym Impulse Stu-
dio, and the studio’s trainer, Piak Lin 
Chan. The two of them demonstrated 
quick exercises that the ladies can do 
at home, in the o�  ce, and even with 
their partners. The ladies also tried a 
few stretches that can help relieve 
back pain.

After the seminar, JW Marriott 
served refreshments and Malaysian 
dishes paired with Filipino delicacies 
from Merienda de Eva such as mamon, 
cassava cake, and sago’t gulaman.

The Embassy’s Minister and Consul 
Maria Antonina Mendoza-Oblena and 
Lipraxedes Jumawan played the piano 
and Ms. Maria Karen Santos-Herrera, wife 
of Embassy Third Secretary and Vice Con-
sul John Francis Herrera, and Datin Alma 
Nair sang a couple of songs.

The Philippine-hosted event was 

praised by Datin Sri Siti Rubiah and 
Datin Sri Ismalina for being unique 
and informative with practical tips 
that women nowadays need in their 
daily lives. 

The ladies were given free skincare 
products from Althea Korea, Women’s 
Health and Expatriate Lifestyle maga-
zines from Mongoose Publishing, and 
free trial vouchers at Impulse Studio 
to get them started on their journey 
to overall wellness. o

 (left) Madame Rena Cristina Koa-Malaya, M.D. discusses perimenopause and its symptoms. (right)  Madame 
Malaya presents a token of appreciation to Datin Sri Siti Rubiah Binti Datuk Abdul Samad from the ALC-
Philippines—a traditional Filipiniana top. 

Minister and Consul Maria Antonina 
Mendoza-Oblena and the Embassy 
Chorale composed of Ryan Estan-
darte, Lisette Nonato, Glenn Aytona, 
Majane Olores, Darby de Guzman 
and John Vincent Hernandez.

“What inspired us to have this 
event is the � ne tradition in this 
multi-cultural country of Malaysia of 
having Open Houses in connection 
with religious and cultural festivities. 
My colleagues and I thought it may 
also be a great idea to share Philip-
pine Christmas traditions. What bet-
ter way to do it than through music 
which Filipinos are known for and 
the Christmas lanterns unique to the 
Philippines called parols. The Em-
bassy sta�  pooled together the very 
best of the Filipino musical talents 
here in Malaysia and our Malaysian 
friends, for this event,” said Ambas-
sador Malaya.

Earlier, the Embassy held nine-day 
masses at the Embassy grounds from 
December 1 to 9.   This was the Em-
bassy’s version of Simbang Gabi, a tra-
dition of attending dawn masses for 
nine days starting on December 16.

The � rst Simbang Gabi mass was 

Ambassador J. Eduardo Malaya and Madame Rena Cristina Koa Malaya join the PHL Embassy – Kuala Lumpur of-
� cers and sta�  in a group photo prior to the start of the Christmas event.

celebrated by the Archbishop of 
Kuala Lumpur, Most Reverend Julian 
Low Beng Kim and the last day’s mass 
was led by Msgr. Strejac.  The other 
masses were o�  ciated by Manila-
based priests Rev. Fr. Hector Ulysses 
Cañon and Rev. Fr. Marion Munda.

The Simbang Gabi masses were a 
joint project of the Embassy and the 
Federation of Filipino Associations 
in Malaysia (FFAM), headed by Ms. 
Menchie Añonuevo.

A Christmas concert entitled Pam-
askong Handog was held on Decem-
ber 6 at the  Kompleks Kraf Amphi-
theatre in Kuala Lumpur, featuring 
Manila-based artists Jay-R and Suy 
Galvez and talents from the Filipino 
community. o

Ambassador Malaya and Madame Malaya 
are shown with Tan Sri Othman Merican and 
his wife, Puan Sri Sylvia Merican, both active 
supporters of Embassy   projects.

            The Ambassador welcomes guests and friends of the Embassy.

Madame Malaya is shown with Embassy 
guests.
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On the occasion of President Aquino’s 
O�  cial Visit to Kuala Lumpur for the 27th ASEAN Summit

EXCERPTS OF INTERVIEW WITH AMBASSADOR J. EDUARDO MALAYA
By Radio TV Malacanang (RTVM), November 2015

President Aquino has a lot to share with his col-
leagues.   

The President can share the good news about the 
Philippine economy. It is growing very fast, in fact, 
it’s one of the growth drivers in ASEAN as well as in 
this part of the world.   

The Philippines is one of the � ve original members 
of ASEAN, and naturally, it has a big voice within the 
organization. The ASEAN as a group matters a lot, 
and this is where much of the economic dynamism 
is taking place.  Some other regions of the world are 
barely growing, but in ASEAN, the economies are 
very dynamic.  It is the original home of the “tiger 
economies,” and as Filipinos, we can be proud that 
we are now in that league.  

Much has also been achieved in Philippines-Malay-
sia relations. Malaysia is a next door neighbor and 
a partner in ASEAN.  We value our relations with 
Malaysia and look at it as a close friend.  And I’m 

happy to note as Ambassador that there has been 
a strengthening and enhancement of bilateral rela-
tions in the last few years. 
 

President Aquino visited Malaysia in February 2014, 
and Prime Minister Najib visited Manila in 2013 and 
middle of 2014. The President visited on a bilateral 
basis and not merely for ASEAN or other events, and 
the relationship has expanded to not only the usual 
dimensions—political and security--but we can 
also see a blossoming of economic exchanges and 
people-to-people engagements. 
 
I’m happy to see the almost ubiquitous Petron gaso-
line stations which dot the highways of Malaysia, 
some 670 or so stations in this country. That shows 
the dynamism of Philippine businesses. We’re not 
just operating in the Philippines, we’ve gone out.  
 
Other Philippine companies are also operating 
here, such as PLDT Malaysia/ Smart Pinoy; Ramcar 
Batteries, URC Robina Foods.  We also have Unilab 
which operates as UNAM; Pancake House which is 
getting popular, and we’re looking for the time that 
Bench and Jollibee would open shops. 
The Embassy has been actively engaged in organiz-
ing business seminars, and participating in trade 
shows and tourism fairs. A project that we have 
done almost unorthodoxly was to organize a group 
of tourists from Malaysia to go and visit Cebu and 
Bohol in May 2015.  This group, composed of about 
120 Malaysian tourists, stayed there for four days 
and three nights. It is called the ‘Ambassador’s Tour 
of the Philippines Part II’ because this is the second 
time we did it, and I went along and served as their 
tour guide.  
 
Half of the participants were Muslim Malaysians.  
We had to make sure that their requirements were 
met in terms of halal food. That goes to show that 
the Philippines is ready not only for the regular 
tourists but also ready for Muslim tourists.   
In Peninsular Malaysia, we have about a hundred 
thousand Filipinos, and they are in the engineering 
sector, particularly in the oil and gas; IT services; 
education; hospitality and entertainment, as well 
as Filipinas who are in the household services seg-
ment. We are happy to have them here.  They are 
treated fairly well, and if not, the Embassy inter-
venes and helps out. 
 
We had a visit of Labor Secretary Baldoz recently, 
and she took the opportunity to engage the em-
ployers of our Filipino workers and gave recogni-
tion to ‘Model Malaysian Employers.’ By giving this 
recognition, we extended our appreciation for the 
better employers of our workers; we also raised the 
pro� le of Filipino workers.   
 
The Filipinos here in Malaysia are united and work-
ing as one. o

Ambassador J. Eduardo Malaya

Guests at the open house were treated 
to a Christmas concert featuring (top left 
photo, from left) Malaysia- based Fili-
pino singers Maria Angela Rebaño, Gina 
Panizales and Rachel Guerzo and (top 
right photo, from left) musicians Will Re-
baño, Lipraxedes Jumawan and Gladys 
Gulapa. Embassy Minister and Consul 
Maria Antonina Mendoza Oblena (right-
most) also performed.  

Ambassador J. Eduardo Malaya and Madame Rena Cristina Koa Malaya join the PHL Embassy – Kuala Lumpur of-
� cers and sta�  in a group photo prior to the start of the Christmas event.

Embassy’s Christmas Open House

            The Ambassador welcomes guests and friends of the Embassy.

The Ambassador with the Malaysian and Filipino singers and 
band members who performed at the concert.

Madame Malaya is shown with Embassy 
guests.
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An eight-person Philippine cultural delegation sup-
ported by the National Commission on Culture and the 
Arts (NCCA) participated at the Festival of ASEAN Cultural 
Expressions 2015 (FACE 2015), held on October 15 to 20 
at the Nu Sentral Mall in Kuala Lumpur.  

The Keheligal Cultural Dance Troupe, t’nalak cloth 
weaver Agustin Sudaw and basket weaver Sublito Tiblak 
comprised the delegation.  The dance troupe and Mr. 
Sudaw are from Lake Sebu in South Cotabato while Mr. 
Tiblak is from Brooke’s Point in Palawan.

The delegation attended the Embassy’s � ag ceremony 

on October 19, where they treated Embassy o�  cers and 
sta�  and members of the Filipino community with T’boli 
dances.  

“We are extremely grateful for your visit here at the Em-
bassy and for showcasing the rich Filipino culture in FACE 
2015, particularly our arts, crafts and performances.  Cul-
ture is an important medium for fostering understanding 
and friendship among peoples, and we believe that you 
have shared with your fellow ASEAN delegates and the 
Malaysian public the richness and diversity of the Filipino 
culture,” Ambassador Malaya said.

The dance troupe performed at the FACE 2015 open-
ing ceremonies, attended by Malaysian Tourism and 
Culture Deputy Minister Datuk Mas Ermiyati Samsudin, 
Ministry o�  cials, representatives from ASEAN Missions 
in Kuala Lumpur and other guests.  

At the Philippine booth, Mr. Sudaw and Mr. Tiblak 
showcased their wares, including tinalak fabrics, purses, 
accessories and woven baskets. o                                                                                                                                    

A delicious marriage of Filipino and Malaysian 
cuisine was much applauded during a special lunch 
for Malaysian food importers and restaurant owners 
hosted by the Philippine Embassy in Kuala Lumpur 
and the Department of Agriculture (DA), in line with 
the latter’s participation at the Food and Hotel Malay-
sia 2015 held on October 1, 2015 at Seri Paci� c Hotel.

Chef Steven Gnanapragasam of Seri Paci� c pre-
pared a menu of Malaysian and Filipino dishes using 
the mixes, sauces, marinades and syrups from Filipino 
food manufacturer Mama Sita’s.

The Malaysian guests enjoyed barbeque-marinated 
duck with highland greens, avocado and apple salsa, 
and taro oyster sauce; cream of cherry tomato soup 
with basil pesto crouton; caldereta (braised beef stew) 
with herbed mashed potato and baby vegetables; and 
coconut panna cotta served with assorted tropical 
fruits and mango topped ice cream. 

“Finally, Filipino food and ingredients are making 
their mark in the culinary world.  In April this year, 
the prestigious Madrid Fusion came to Manila.  In 
June, CNN conducted a Facebook poll which posed the 
question of which destination has the best food, and 
surprises of surprises, Philippine food came in second.  
Top food critics like Andrew Zimmerman and Anthony 
Bourdain have praised Filipino food, even saying that 
it is the next food thing,” Ambassador J. Eduardo Ma-
laya said in his remarks.  

“We look forward to sharing and seeing Filipino 
food, sauces and ingredients in Malaysian markets, 
restaurants and homes,” he added.

The event was arranged by Special Agriculture Rep-
resentative Ana Abejuela.

The lunch also featured presentations from the DA’s 
Agriculture Marketing Services, sugar producer Alter 
Trade and Mama Sita’s, as well as networking between 
the Philippine delegation and Malaysian importers. 

Philippine participants at the FHM 2015 included 
Alter Trade Fair Organization, Natural Quantum Diver-

Filipino-Malaysian Fusion Food a Hit at Importers’ Lunch

si� ed Products Inc., ChocoVron Global Corporation, 
VFC Condiments, Germano’s Chilli, Orich International 
Traders Inc., Lao Integrated Farms, Inc., Navarro Foods 
International Inc., and Mama Sita’s (Marigold Manu-
facturing Corp). o  

Ambassador J. Eduardo Malaya (left photo) delivers his remarks to the guests, composed of Ma-
laysian and Malaysia-based Filipino buyers, importers and restaurant owners , and members of 
the Philippine delegation to the Food and Hotel Malaysia 2015 (right photo)

The menu served during the lunch (clockwise 
from left): cream of cherry tomato soup with 
basil pesto crouton;  barbeque-marinated 
duck with highland greens, avocado and ap-
ple salsa and taro oyster sauce; coconut pan-
na cotta served with assorted tropical fruits 
and mango topped ice cream;  and caldereta 
(braised beef stew) with herbed mashed po-
tato and baby vegetables.

(top photo) The Phil-
ippine delegation to 
the Festival of ASEAN 
Cultural Expressions 
2015 visited the Em-
bassy where they 
were received by Am-
bassador J. Eduardo 
Malaya. The delega-
tion performed sever-
al dances for Embassy 
o�  cers and sta�  and 
members of the Fili-
pino community.   

PHL Delegation Joins Festival of Asian Cultural Expressions
Embassy o�  cers and 
sta�  visited the Philip-
pine booth during the 
FACE 2015 opening 
ceremonies held on 
October 17, 2015 at 
the Nu Sentral Mall in 
Kuala Lumpur.  
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