
PHL Embassy in KL Commemorates Independence Day With 
Parade, Bayanihan Dance Performance, Food Festival 

T
he Philippine Embassy in Kuala 
Lumpur marked the 116th An-
niversary of the Proclamation 

of Philippine Independence with 
the third Philippine Independence 
Day community parade and Fiesta 
sa Embahada on June 8, a gala per-
formance of Bayanihan, the Philip-
pine National Folk Dance Company, 
a Filipino Food Festival on June 12, 
all held in Kuala Lumpur, and a ben-
efi t show by the Bayanihan in Kuch-
ing, Sarawak on June 14.

“The Philippines has such a 
rich and diverse culture and it is 
our honor to showcase it, may it 
be on the streets and theatres of 
Kuala Lumpur, or in regional centers such as Kuch-
ing. We are heartened with the overwhelming re-
sponse from those who came to the show and the 
parade,” Ambassador J. Eduardo Malaya said.

Around 2,000 Filipinos came out in colorful cos-
tumes and bearing fl ower-festooned arches as 
Filipino community members paraded along the 
streets of Kuala Lumpur. Joining the parade were 
Apprentice Asia winner Jonathan Yabut and sing-
er-actress and the voice behind the “Malaysia tru-
ly Asia” jingle Maria Jazsmine, as Honorary Grand 

Marshalls, and Manila-based ac-
tor Alden Richards.

As the parade traversed along 
Jalan Bukit Bintang, Kuala Lum-
pur’s main shopping and tourist 
district, the group briefl y stopped 
to dance to the “It’s more fun in the 
Philippines” jingle, to the delight 
of those watching the parade. 

In the afternoon, the commu-
nity converged to the Embassy 
grounds for the “Fiesta sa Em-
bahada”, which featured perfor-
mances by members of the Filipi-
no community, raffl  e draws, and 
Filipino food and drinks.

VP Binay Meets PM Najib, FILCOM in Visit to Malaysia

Vice President Jejomar Binay with Malaysian Prime Minister Dato Seri Najib Tun 
Razak (left photo) and Malaysian Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Educa-
tion Tan Sri Dato Muhyiddin bin Yassin (right photo). 

(Continued on page 2)
Ambassador J. Eduardo Malaya and actor Alden Richards lead this year’s parade.  

Philippine Vice President Je-
jomar Binay visited Malaysia from 
June 17 to 19 to attend the inaugu-
ration of the World Scout Bureau of-
fi ces in Kuala Lumpur, in his capacity 
as the National President of the Boy 
Scouts of the Philippines.

During his visit, the Vice Presi-
dent paid a courtesy call on Malay-
sian Prime Minister Dato Seri Najib 
Tun Razak at the sidelines of the 
opening of the World Scout Bureau 
offi  ces on June 18. He also had a lun-

cheon meeting on the same day with 
his counterpart, Malaysian Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister for Edu-
cation Tan Sri Dato Muhyiddin bin 
Yassin, where they discussed further 
collaboration in trade, investment 
and education.   

The World Scout relocated its 
operational headquarters from Ge-
neva to Kuala Lumpur.

On June 17, Vice President Binay 
met with members of the Filipino 

(Continued on page 2)
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Event Sponsors included:  Home Develop-
ment Mutual Fund (Pag-Ibig), AirAsia, Smart 
Pinoy, Merchantrade, LBC Malaysia, Petron 
Malaysia, Republika ng Filinvestor, Banco de 
Oro, Techway Engineering Sdn. Bhd., AP Sri 
Mawar Sdn. Bhd., AP FR-Gardens Sdn. Bhd., 
AP MN Sdn. Bhd., Alpha Tomo Int’l Manpower 
Services, Amaia Land, AP PMA Sdn. Bhd, and 
Al-Manaf.

On June 12, the Embassy commemorated 
the Independence Day with members of the 
diplomatic corps, the business and arts com-
munity, and members of the Filipino commu-
nity in a gala performance of Bayanihan, the 
Philippine National Folk Dance Company, and 
a Filipino Food Festival at the Amphitheater of 
the Kraf Kompleks in Kuala Lumpur.

The event’s guest of honor was Malaysian 
Minister for Home Aff airs Datuk Seri Dr. Ahmad 
Zahid Hamidi.  Also gracing the event were 
Yang Amat Mulia Tunku Zain Al’-Abidin Ibni Tu-
anku Muhriz of Negeri Sembilan, and showbiz 
personalities Carmen Soo and Maria Jaszmine.

Filipino chefs Jose Marco Antonio Legasto, 
Nelmar Pedernal, Bernardo Taboso and Juani-
to Dominguez who were fl own in by Aloft Hotel 
Sentral Kuala Lumpur, showcased their mas-
tery  of Filipino dishes at the Food Festival. 

After dinner, the much anticipated gala per-
formance of the Bayanihan began. The world-
famous dance group performed dances from 
the country’s mountain tribes and Muslim re-
gions as well as Spanish-inspired and country 
life dances. The audience was also impressed 
with the group’s singing, breaking into chorus 
when the Bayanihan sang the popular Malay-
sian folk song, Rasa Sayang.

The June 12 events were made possible with 
the support of the Malaysian Ministry of Tourism 
and Culture, Kraf Kompleks, AirAsia, Smart Pinoy, 
Filinvest and Aloft Kuala Lumpur Sentral Hotel.

The Bayanihan proceeded to Kuching and 
gave a scintillating performance before an 800-
strong crowd of Malaysian offi  cials, Filipino-Ma-
laysian community members and other guests 
at the Grand Ballroom of the Imperial Hotel on 
June 14.  Gracing the event was Senior Minister 
and Minister for Social Development Tan Sri Wil-

(left photo) Malaysian Minister for Home Aff airs Datuk Seri Dr. Ahmad Zahid Hamidi (third from left), event’s 
guest of honor, and Ambassador J. Eduardo Malaya (fourth from left) were joined by (from left) Mr. Paolo 
Campillo, General Manager of Aloft Hotel, Yang Amat Mulia Tunku Zain Al-Abidin Ibni Tuanku Muhriz of 
Negeri Sembilan, Madame Rena Cristina Koa-Malaya and Mr. John Gregory Y. Palanca of PLDT Global. (right 
photo) The Bayanihan dancers gave a stellar performance during the June 12 event. 

liam Mawan Ikom as Guest of Honor.  
The event was held in cooperation with So-

roptimist International of Kuching. Proceeds 
will be used to aid migrant workers in distress 
and victims of violence, and promote women’s 
empowerment and rural training.

Corporate sponsors for the Kuching per-
formance included AirAsia, Smart Pinoy, 360 
Hotel, Straits Central Travel and Tours, Telang 
Usan Hotel, Plaza Merdeka, Kuching In & Out 
magazine and Sarawak Cultural Village. o 

Senior Minister and Minister for Social Development Tan Sri William Mawan Ikom (standing, seventh from 
left) was guest of honor during  the Bayanihan event in Kuching. 
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community in Kuala Lumpur, Embassy offi  cers and 
staff , and some temporary wards at a dinner held at 
the Migrant Workers and Other Filipinos Resource 
Center (MWOFRC). He was welcomed by Ambas-
sador J. Eduardo Malaya, Consul General Medardo 
Macaraig and Labor Attache Elizabeth Estrada. 

In his remarks, the Vice President highlighted 
the gains of the Aquino administration while assur-
ing them of the government’s assistance and sup-
port to overseas Filipino workers.  

“It is my wish that Filipinos overseas have 
valid visas and work permits to allow them full 
protection of the law, as well as ensure their future 
through fi nancial literacy and setting up their own 
businesses and investments,” he said.

On June 18, the Vice President attended a 
breakfast meeting with Filipino businessmen and 
executives at the Aloft Kuala Lumpur Sentral Hotel, 
where the newly-formed Filipino Businessmen and 
Professionals Caucus was launched.

VP Binay lauded the eff orts of the Caucus 
members in not just waving the Philippine fl ag 
high in Malaysia but also in contributing to the 
Malaysian economy and in deepening Philippine-
Malaysia economic relations.  

“When my schedule was being drawn up, Am-
bassador Malaya suggested that I meet with you, and 
now I know why.  You have not just contributed to the 

(VP Binay Meets PM Najib...from Page 1)

Malaysian economy and further strengthened Philip-
pines-Malaysia economic partnership, but also made 
us more proud to be Filipino,” the Vice President said.  

The Filipino Businessmen and Profession-
als Caucus is composed of Malaysia-based Filipino 
businessmen, executives and professionals, with 
Azdaman Engineering Group head Edna Encarna-
cion as interim president. o

Vice President Jejomar C. Binay (center) with Ambassador J. Eduardo Malaya (fi fth from right), Labor Attache 
Elizabeth Marie R. Estrada  (fi fth from left) and Filipino community members at the Migrant Workers and 
Other Filipinos Resource Center (MWOFRC). 
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T
he Filipino business community in Ma-
laysia launched the Filipino Businessmen 
and Professionals Caucus (FBPC) during a 

breakfast meeting held on June 18 at the Aloft 
Kuala Lumpur Sentral Hotel.  Present at the 
launch were Vice President Jejomar C. Binay 
and Ambassador J. Eduardo Malaya.

“I commend the organization of the Fili-
pino Businessmen and Professionals Caucus, 

and wish it success in facilitating the growth 
of its members’ businesses and the betterment 
of Filipino professionals in Malaysia, as well as 
bringing the Philippine and Malaysian sectors 
closer,” the Vice President remarked. 

The Philippine Embassy initiated the forma-
tion of the Filipino Businessmen and Profession-
als Caucus, with Azdaman Engineering Group 
head Edna Encarnacion as interim chairperson.

Filipino Businessmen Caucus Launched in KL

Vice President Jejomar C. Binay (center), Ambassador J. Eduardo Malaya (third from left) and interim Chair-
person Edna Encarnacion (third from right) with members of the Filipino Businessmen and Professionals 
Caucus in Malaysia. Other members are: (standing, from left) Eva Gill of Merienda de Eva, LBC Mabuhay rep-
resentative Emily Venturina, Architect Bart Vista of ABBV+A Architects, John Gregory Palanca of PLDT Global 
Malaysia, Consul General Medardo G. Macaraig, Terence  Weihan Lim of Stanford Properties Sdn Bhd, Berja-
ya University-College of Hospitality Corporate Communications Manager Pilar Palma, Forex Cargo Malaysia 
Director Tess Dizon, Regional Director of Asia –Pacifi c Region, World Organization of the Scout Movement 
(WOSM) J. Rizal Pangilinan; (seated from left) UNIQ Hospitality Event Producer and theater actress Maria 
Jazsmine, Aloft Hotel General Manager Paolo Campillo,  Stanford Properties Director Johny Lim and Axxezz 
head designer Gina Frias-Himpe.  

“The Caucus will work towards enhancing 
business practices, sharing knowledge and in-
formation, raising awareness of Filipino talent 
and skills, and promoting pride in being a Filipi-
no,” Edna Encarnacion said. “The Filipino busi-
ness executives as well as workers in Malaysia 
are respected because of their dedication, hard 
work, and resourcefulness,” she added.

Also present at the breakfast meeting 
were Consul General Medardo Macaraig, PLDT 
Malaysia Chief Executive Offi  cer John Palanca, 
Aloft Hotel General Manager Paolo Campillo, 
Stanford Properties Director Johny Lim and 
Deputy Vice President Terence Lim, Forex 
Cargo Malaysia Director Tess Dizon, Merienda 
de Eva restaurant owner Eva Gill, Axxezz head 
designer Gina Frias-Himpe, ABBV+A Archi-
tects Principal Architect Bart Vista, Berjaya 
University-College of Hospitality Corporate 
Communications Manager Pilar Palma, UNIQ 
Hospitality Event Producer and theater ac-
tress Maria Jazsmine  and LBC Mabuhay rep-
resentative Emily Venturina.

The FBPC will work with the larger Ma-
laysian-Philippine Business Council, which 
is headed by Dato’ Dr. Azmil Khalid of Alloy 
MTD, in fostering closer engagement be-
tween the Philippine and Malaysian business 
sectors. o

At a gala performance on June 12, 

the world-renowned Bayanihan, the 

Philippine National Folk Dance Company, 

entertained members of the diplomatic 

corps, the Malaysian-Filipino business 

community and members of the Filipino 

community in Kuala Lumpur and on June 

14 in Kuching, Sarawak.

Their well-applauded performanc-

es were part of the commemoration of 

the 116th anniversary of the Proclama-

tion of Philippine Independence.

This is their second time in Malaysia 

after a well-applauded performance during the Em-

bassy’s Independence Day reception in 2009.

“For almost 60 years of existence, the Bayanihan 

Philippine National Dance Company has been one of 

the country’s enduring cultural ambassadors, as their 

level of performance has not just enriched the Philip-

pine dance scene, but also brought honor and pride to 

the Philippines and its people.  It is our honor to bring 

the very best of Philippine culture to our Malaysian 

friends,” Ambassador J. Eduardo Malaya remarked be-

fore the start of the show.

The group takes its name from an ancient Filipino 

tradition called bayanihan which means working to-

gether for a common good. 

In 1956, Dr. Helena Z. Benitez founded 

the Bayanihan Folk Dance Group of the Phil-

ippine Women’s University.  The following 

year, the Bayanihan Folk Arts Center was 

established with the Bayanihan Philippine 

Dance Company as its performing arm. Both 

the center and the dance company were 

tasked to research on and preserve indig-

enous Philippine art forms in music, dance, 

costumes and folklore; to harness these 

research fi ndings in developing repertoires 

suited to the demands of contemporary the-

ater; and to promote international goodwill 

through performances at home and abroad. 

Since its formal organization, the company has  

mounted 14 major world tours (of six months to a year in 

duration) to Asia, Australia, Africa, Europe, the Middle East 

and the Americas and over a hundred short tours to foreign 

countries. In half a century, the Bayanihan has performed in 

six continents, 66 countries and 700 cities worldwide. o

Bayanihan, The Philippine National Folk Dance Company, Performs in Malaysia
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The noted a cappella chorale Coro Canta-
bile wowed Malaysian audiences during con-
certs held on May 4 and 6  at the Damansara 
Performing Arts Center in Kuala Lumpur.   

Coro Cantabile Shines in Malaysia

DOST Offi cials Visit PHL Embassy

The Philippine Embassy in Kuala Lumpur re-

ceived a delegation from the Department of Sci-

ence and Technology (DOST) who were in Malay-

sia for a study mission on halal from May 4 to 10.  

Leading the delegation was Science and Tech-

nology Undersecretary for Regional Operations Dr. 

Carol M. Yorobe, accompanied by 12 DOST regional 

directors.  They paid a courtesy call on Embassy Charge 

d’Aff aires (CDA) Medardo G. Macaraig on May 8.

Undersecretary Yorobe shared the group’s 

experiences during the study visit, where they 

visited several government ministries, institu-

tions and companies involved in halal, including 

a tour of Melaka’s halal hub.  

The delegation members remarked that 

they learned a lot from the study tour which they 

will apply in the further development of the halal 

industry in the Philippines.

For his part, CDA Macaraig lauded the 

eff orts undertaken by the DOST in its halal 

initiatives in the country, as they are not just 

observing religious tenets, but also off er a life-

style choice, and a way to help the country’s 

economic development.  

He also highlighted the eff orts undertaken 

by the Embassy to encourage halal tourism in the 

country and how strengthening the training, ha-

lal certifi cation standards, and encouraging more 

investment towards small and medium scale 

industries could help in the development of Min-

danao, particularly in light of the signing of the 

Bangsamoro Comprehensive Agreement. o

Embassy Charge d’Aff aires, a.i. Medardo G. Macaraig (front, sixth from left) with Science and Technol-
ogy Undersecretary for Regional Operations Dr. Carol M. Yorobe (front, fi fth from left) and members of 
the DOST delegation during their  courtesy call at the Embassy.

The chorale gave their audiences a taste of 
Filipino culture through folk songs and contem-
porary hits and, as well, showcased their mastery 
in religious, theater and international songs.

“Among the many things that I enjoy doing 
as Ambassador, I take much pride in introduc-
ing Filipino artists.  As you may be aware, the 
Philippines is blessed with a rich tapestry in 
the performing arts.  We have produced inter-
national class artists in many fronts, may it be 
pop music, Broadway and the West End, op-
era, and in musical composition and arrange-
ments, among others,” Ambassador Malaya 
said in his remarks before the show.

“I am very sure that the Coro will keep you 
fully entertained with their beautiful harmo-
nies and I am certainly looking forward to 
developing more opportunities for my fel-
low Filipinos to share their many skills and 
talents with the people of Malaysia, and also 
Malaysian artists to also do the same, not only 
through performances, but also through mas-
ter classes, performing camps, workshops and 
collaborations,” he added.

Coro Cantabile (an Italian phrase meaning 
a choir that sings smoothly and beautifully) is 
the choral group of The Master’s Chorus  Or-
ganization Inc. 

The chorale was established in March 2002 
as a non-stock organization with the purpose 
of creating excellent choral a cappella music 
that will touch and uplift lives. 

With its wide repertoire of classical, pop, 
original Pilipino music (OPM), gospel, inter-
national and local songs, the group had its 
European Tour in 2005, 2007 and 2008 and 
its Asian Tour annually since 2005. It was also 
awarded a Gold Medal by the UNESCO in Ath-
ens, Greece in 2005.  

Coro Cantabile regularly performs at the 
Madz et al hosted by the Philippine Madrigal 
Singers.

Under the skillful leadership of co-founder and 
choir mistress, Sharon Abesamis, the choir also 
conducts workshops, trainings and music semi-
nars in the Philippines and  internationally. o  

The chorale was at their best in performing 
a wide repertoire which delighted audiences, 
including Ambassador J. Eduardo Malaya and 
other Embassy offi  cers and staff .

Ambassador Malaya (sixth from left) joins Coro Cantabile co-founder and choir mistress Sharon Abesamis 
(sixth from right) and members of the Coro Cantabile after their performance. 


