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Glimpses of Mindanao Art Exhibit featured at 
Kuala Lumpur’s Premiere Convention Center

M
indanao artwork took center stage in the 
Malaysian cultural scene when the art 
exhibit Glimpses of Mindanao: Peace in 

the Land of Promise opened on May 6 at the Kuala 
Lumpur Convention Centre (KLCC). 

Organized by the Philippine Embassy in Kuala 
Lumpur and the Philippine National Commission 
on Culture and the Arts, the exhibit featured 30 
paintings by Mindanao-based artists Saudi Ahmad, 
Chester Mato and Nicholas Aca, Jr..

Malaysian Visual Arts Gallery Director General 
Haned Masjak cut the ceremonial ribbon together 
with Madame Rena Cristina Koa-Malaya, M.D., 
spouse of the Philippine Ambassador to Malaysia J. 
Eduardo Malaya. 

The event was well attended by members of 
the diplomatic corps, art gallery representatives, 
members of the Malaysian media, leaders and 
members of the Filipino community and other art 
lovers and enthusiasts.  

In his welcome remarks, Ambassador Malaya 
said that that the Embassy wishes to present and 

share the very best of Filipino Muslim culture and 
the arts, and also celebrate the similarities and af-
fi nities between Philippine and Malaysian cultures. 

“The artworks that are on display illustrate 
sceneries, way of life, cultures, hopes and dreams 
of the so-called Land of Promise. We hope that 

through the artists’ eyes, all of us can perceive the 
beautiful land that is Mindanao,” Ambassador Ma-
laya said. 

“The Embassy has prioritized assistance to 
the socio-economic growth and development of 

Further ramping up its economic diplomacy ef-

forts, the Philippine Embassy in Kuala Lumpur urged 

Malaysian and Filipino entrepreneurs and company ex-

ecutives to consider the numerous investment opportu-

nities available in the Philippines.

Philippine Ambassador to Malaysia J. Eduardo Ma-

laya made this call at a Business Networking Reception 

at the Embassy’s B. Vista Community Hall last April 25, 

which was attended by some 250 Filipino and Malaysian 

businessmen and women. 

“I am excited and bullish about Philippine-Malay-

sia business engagements. Partnerships between our 

two countries’ business sectors are on the rise.  This is 

manifested by the growing presence of Philippine com-

panies in Malaysia, such as PLDT-Malaysia, Century Mo-

PHL EMBASSY IN KL CITES OPPORTUNITIES 
IN AGRI-BUSINESS, TOURISM, IT-BPO AT 
BUSINESS NETWORKING SESSION

tolite, Pancake House and Petron Bhd, as well as Berjaya, 

Genting Resorts World, CIMB, Maybank, AlloyMTD and 

other Malaysian companies in the Philippines,” Ambas-

sador Malaya said

“We are also happy that Filipinos are making a 

name for themselves here in Malaysia, in engineering, 

education, information technology and in other fi elds,” 

the ambassador added.

Total Malaysian investments, notably in construc-

tion and manufacturing, have been on an upswing in re-

cent years: US$16.71 million in 2010; US$ 13.18 million 

in 2011; and US$ 31.31 million in the fi rst nine months 

of 2012.

Speakers at the event included embassy Trade 

Counsellor Glenn Penaranda, Malaysia-Philippines 

Business Council 

(MPBC) Secretary 

and Asian Institute 

of Management 

(AIM) Alumni As-

sociation Malaysia 

(Kelab AIM) Presi-

dent Hajji Zulkifl y 

Baharom, Forex 

Cargo owner Tess 

Dizon and PLDT 

Malaysia Chief Ex-

ecutive Offi  cer Syed Darwish Bederi II.  

Commercial Counsellor Penaranda updated the 

guests on the recent Philippine economic developments, 

notably the country’s upgrade to “investment grade” by 

the credit agency Moody, and the trade and investment 

prospects in the country, and how businessmen and in-

vestors can take advantage of the booming Philippine 

economy. Haji Zulkifl y Baharom provided an overview on 

Painter Saudi Ahmad (left) explains his artistic technique to (from right) Malaysian National 
Visual Arts Director General Haned Masjak, Ambassador J. Eduardo Malaya and Malaysian 
Ministry of Information, Communication and Culture Assistant Secretary Amilizan Mazlan.

(Continued on page 2)

Ambassador J. Eduardo Malaya 
gives his opening remarks dur-
ing the reception. 
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Mindanao. The 4.4-million strong Filipino Muslim 
communities which are not only concentrated in 
Bangsamoro region in Mindanao, but also in Metro 
Manila, Baguio and other areas, are a signifi cant 
component of the one, dynamic Filipino nation, 
which also includes Filipino Christians and the Lu-
mad indigenous peoples,” he added.

The artwork of Saudi Ahmad of Kabasalan, 
Zamboanga Sibugay province, depicted Filipino 
Muslims in their traditional attire and at work, at 
play, and in prayer. “By using contemporary expres-
sions and vibrant cultural traditions of the Filipino 
Muslim community, he bridges the values of past to 
the present and renders them relevant to the next 
generation,” observed entrepreneur Tess Dizon. 

The artwork of Chester Mato of Pagadian City 
illustrated the interweaving of culture and technol-
ogy, often using recycled materials. His modernistic 
artwork, which also conveyed environmental con-
servation theme, were much admired by many in 
the audience, including European envoys.

 The works of Cagayan de Oro City-based art-
ist Nicholas Aca, Jr. showed the makeshift houses 
of the indigenous lumads, which refl ect simple yet 
culturally authentic lines. 

The three painters were accompanied by Na-
tional Commission on Culture and the Arts-Com-
mittee on Visual Arts chairperson and visual artist 
Nemesio Miranda.

There was also a mini-concert during the event 
featuring the Philippines’ preeminent jazz pianist 
Boy Katindig and the Baihana Jazz Band, as well as 
baritone Cipriano “Zip” de Guzman Jr. 

(Glimpses of Mindanao.....from Page 1)

Director General Haned (fourth from left) and Madame Rena Cristina Koa-Malaya, M.D. cut the ribbon to open the art ex-
hibit.Joining them are (from left) Mr. Ahmad, Ambassador Malaya, National Commission of Culture and the Arts-Committee 
on Visual Arts chairperson and artist Nemesio Miranda, Assistant Secretary Amilizan, and painters Chester Mato and Nicho-
las Aca Jr.

Musical entertainment was provided by (from left) jazz pianist Boy Katindig, the Baihana and baritone Cipriano “Zip” de 
Guzman, Jr. 

Mr. Katindig and the Baihana were both fea-
tured at the International Youth Jazz Festival in 
Kuala Lumpur from May 3 to 5, while Mr. De Guz-
man will be starring in the Malaysian production of 
the opera Carmen in October this year.  

The event was made possible through the sup-
port of the Malaysian Ministry of Information, Com-
munications and Culture, PLDT Malaysia/SMART 

Pinoy, Philippine Airlines and the KL Convention 
Centre.  

The event also served as a kick-off  activity to 
the embassy’s commemoration of the 115th Anni-
versary of Philippine Independence in June.

Glimpses of Mindanao was open to the public 
from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. at the Level 1 Centre Core of 
the KL Convention Centre until May 10. o 

the revival of the MPBC, especially after 

the visit of Vice President Jejomar Binay 

in May 2012, and its recent activities.  

Ms. Dizon and Mr. Darwish, both 

Filipino businessmen in Malaysia, related 

their experiences in doing business in 

Malaysia, and thanked the Embassy for 

its eff orts to further economic diplomacy 

in Malaysia.

After the speeches, baritone Cip-

riano “Zip” de Guzman Jr. and soprano 

Jaime Charisse Sampano, who won parts 

in the Malaysian production of the opera 

Carmen, performed “Iyo Kailan Pa Man”, 

“Rosas Pandan” and “Ikaw ang Mahal 

Ko”, accompanied by Malaysian-based 

Filipina pianist Gladys Gulapa.

Guests also had the opportunity 

to visit booths of Philippine-based and 

owned companies during the reception.  

The Department of Tourism and the So-

cial Security System, as well as companies 

such as SMART Pinoy, Philippine Airlines, 

Cebu Pacifi c, Century Motolite, Ayala 

Land/Avida, Filinvest, Axxezz Accesso-

ries, and Forex Cargo showcased their 

products and services to those present.

The event was a follow-up to the 

Embassy’s highly successful economic 

diplomacy activities in 2012, notably the 

Philippines-Malaysia Investment Part-

nership Forum in May 2012 and the Net-

working Forum on Mindanao Investment 

Opportunities last November 2012. o

(Business Networking...from Page 1)

(left photo) Soprano Jaime Charisse Sampana and baritone Cipriano “Zip” de Guzman Jr. 
entertain the audience. (right photo) Guests meet and visit info booths. 

The speakers during the reception (from left):  Trade Counsellor Glenn Penaranda,  MPBC Secretary and Kelab AIM president Hajji Zulkifl y 
Baharom, Forex Cargo owner Tess Dizon and PLDT-Malaysia/SMART Pinoy Chief Executive Offi  cer Syed Darwish Bederi II.
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The month-long overseas absen-

tee voting (OAV) exercise for the Sena-

torial and Party-List Representatives 

commenced on April 13, with the re-

ceipt of ballots, and ended on May 13.  

Postal voting method is the 

mode of voting authorized for Filipi-

nos in Malaysia and other countries. 

In this mode of voting, ballots are sent 

to registered voters by the Commis-

sion on Elections (COMELEC) Central 

Offi  ce in Manila, and the voters fi ll 

out their ballots and mail them to the 

concerned Philippine Embassy or Con-

sulate General.

Nonetheless, some Filipino com-

munity members brought the en-

velopes containing their ballots and 

personally cast their ballots, especially 

when they came to the Embassy for 

their passports, notarizations and 

other consular requirements. One of 

them was Elma de Ocampo Sabangan, 

an overseas Filipino worker based in 

Seremban. Ms. Sabangan brought the 

envelope containing her ballot to the 

Embassy when she renewed her pass-

RESULTS OF  SENATORIAL ELECTION

Legarda, Loren - 1007 votes 

Pimentel, Koko - 783 votes 

Angara, Sonny - 736 votes 

Magsaysay, Ramon Jr. - 728 votes 

Cayetano, Alan Peter - 712 votes 

Poe, Grace - 711 votes 

Escudero, Chiz - 708 votes 

Aquino, Bam - 699 votes 

Enrile, Juan Ponce Jr. - 668 votes 

Ejercito, JV - 640 votes 

Binay, Nancy - 619 votes 

Honasan, Gringo - 562 votes 

Madrigal, Jamby - 516 votes 

Villar, Cynthia - 500 votes 

Zubiri, Migz - 497 votes 

Maceda, Ernesto - 467 votes 

Cojuangco, Tingting - 466 votes 

Trillianes, Antonio IV - 443 votes 

Gordon, Dick - 431 votes 

Hontiveros, Risa - 416 votes 

Villanueva , Bro. Eddie - 382 votes 

Magsaysay, Mitos - 240 votes 

Hagedorn, Ed - 236 votes 

Alcantara, Samson - 192 votes 

Casiño, Teddy - 180 votes 

Montaño, Mon - 119 votes 

David, Lito - 100 votes 

Delos Reyes, JC - 88 votes 

Señeres, Christian - 70 votes 

Penson, Ricardo - 69 votes 

Falcone, Bal - 67 votes 

Belgica, Greco - 60 votes 

Llasos, Marwil - 37 votes 

port on April 15.

There are 10,685 registered vot-

ers in Malaysia, 2,782 of them are “new 

voters” who registered last year.   

At the end of the voting period, 

around 1,300 voters cast their ballots. o 

Ms. Edna de Ocampo Sabangan (right) drops off  her bal-
lot at the Embassy, witnessed by Embassy’s Special Ballot 
Reception and Custody Group (SBRCG) head Normandy 
Macadandang (left).

M
anila Archbishop Cardinal 

Luis Antonio Tagle visited 

the Embassy on May 16 

and also celebrated Mass for the 

Filipino community in the course of 

his recent visit to Kuala Lumpur for a 

theological conference.

OAV at the 
Philippine 
Embassy

Cardinal Tagle visits 
Embassy, celebrates Mass

Many were deeply impressed by the youthful, witty, 
personable Cardinal, one of the youngest to hold such 
offi  ce.

In his homily, Cardinal Tagle 

highlighted the spirit of unity, as 

well as the need for forgiveness to 

ensure its strength and continued 

growth. o
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T
he Philippine Embassy in Kuala Lumpur is 

committed to and focused on uplifting the 

welfare of Filipinos in Sabah, said Ambassa-

dor J. Eduardo Malaya during the grace opening of 

the Stairway to Hope (STH) Learning Center in Kota 

Kinabalu on February 16.

“The Philippines and Malaysia are neighbor-

ing countries, and have a shared neighborhood.This 

presents both opportunities as well as challenges, 

some of which are very complex and take time to 

resolve. There are also some challenges which are ur-

gent and require attention now, such as the need to 

provide basic education for our children. The Embassy 

is working hard and is committed to addressing them 

and uplifting our community’s welfare,” he said.

Children of undocumented migrant families 

in Sabah have limited access to local public schools, 

including thousands of Filipino children.

Upon the Embassy’s encouragement, Filipino-

Malaysian community leaders led by STH Project 

Manager Marilou Chin and assistant chairperson 

Levi Bation undertook the initiative and provided 

RM6,000 (around US$2,000) as seed money to start 

the learning center.

What started as a simple area in a private 

home with 40 pupils in June 2012 has grown into 

a center with three classrooms, providing lessons 

in English, Mathematics, Malay, and good manners 

and right conduct to around 100 children, aged be-

tween six to 16 years old.  It has four teachers and 

fi ve alternate teachers, all working on a volunteer 

basis. The center also moved into a house around 

500 meters from the original area, which was reno-

vated through donations from the Filipino-Malay-

sian community and other individuals.

“The Embassy commends the teachers and 

staff  of the STH center for their perseverance, tire-

less eff orts and selfl ess desire to help our young-

sters,” the Ambassador said.

Other Filipino community members in other 

areas have similarly opened alternative learning 

centers, including the Stairways to Success learn-

ing center in Sandakan, led by Filipino community 

leader Vic Moran.  

Through the joint eff orts of the Embassy and 

the Filipino community, the STH was able to get 

support from other organizations based in Malay-

sia, as well as in the Philippines.  For one, the Rotary 

Club of Cubao Sunrise provided desktop computers 

and learning software for use as teaching tools, 

and is looking into the possibility of conducting e-

classes via Skype.

“The main achievement of the center is the 

impressive learning progress of its students. Par-

ents and the teachers marveled at the progress 

made by the children since the soft opening of the 

STH in June last year,” Ms. Chin said.

The Embassy is also working on initiatives to 

enable undocumented Filipinos to obtain Filipino 

birth certifi cates, notably on late registration basis.  

“We have brought along the Philippines’ Na-

tional Statistics Offi  ce (NSO) during our consular 

missions in Sabah last November. In addition to 

providing passports and travel documents to our 

nationals, we are undertaking the civil registration 

process to provide proper documentation to our na-

tionals,” the Ambassador stated. 

During his visit to Kota Kinabalu, Ambassador 

Malaya also addressed about 400 Filipino commu-

nity leaders and members, and Malaysian guests 

at the fi rst formal dinner hosted by the Federation 

of Filipino Associations in Malaysia (FFAM)-Sabah, 

the newly-formed umbrella organization of Filipino 

community associations in Malaysia. o  

PHL Embassy leads Opening of Learning 
Center for Filipino children in Sabah

sa Embahada
115th Philippine Independence 

Commemoration

Embassy of the Philippines -KL 

June 9, 2013, Sunday 

A C T I V I T I E S  
8:00 A.M.                

 Mass at St. John’s Cathedral
9:30 A.M.                          

Muslim Prayer (Embassy)
9:45 A.M.                           

Parade 
(starting point: Embassy grounds)

12:00 NN                 
Fiesta/Salo-Salo
1:00 - 4:00 P.M.     

Program

Amb. Malaya formally opens the Stairway to Hope (STH) 
Learning Center.  Also in the photo are Labor Attache Dr. 
Alicia Santos (left) and Datuk Haji Ahmad Ayib (right).

Photo taken during the Federation of Filipino Asso-
ciations in Malaysia (FFAM)-Sabah Chapter dinner. 
Ambassador Malaya (third from right) joins the FFAM-
Sabah Chapter members in giving plaques of apprecia-
tion to honored guests. 
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