
Philippine-Malaysia Business Council (PMBC) and Malaysia-Philippines Business Council 
(MPBC) 
The Philippine-Malaysia Business Council (PMBC) was launched on 23 November 1996 during the 
APEC Business Forum in Manila where former Philippine President Fidel Ramos and Malaysian 
Prime Minister Dato’ Seri Dr. Mahathir Mohamad were in attendance.   

 
On 28 May 2012, the Philippine-Malaysia partnership made a significant stride with the creation 
of the Malaysia-Philippines Business Council in Kuala Lumpur as a result of increasing business 
transactions between Malaysia and the Philippines.  With the MPBC launch, PMBC also became 
active.   

 
In February 2014, President Benigno Aquino III conducted a State Visit to Malaysia.  PMBC 
Chairman Ramon S. Ang, President and Chief Operating Officer of San Miguel Corporation, led a 
high-level business group as part of the President’s delegation to Malaysia.  This latest  
 
Relations between the two countries have been revitalized as a result of the high-level visits and 
business missions.  
 
Role of the Government of Malaysia in the Mindanao Peace Process 
The Government of Malaysia plays a significant role in the Mindanao peace process, beginning 
with its hosting in 1974 of the Islamic Conference which adopted a resolution recommending the 
search for a just and peaceful political solution to the problem of the Muslims in Southern 
Philippines through negotiations. The Malaysian government continues to be actively involved in 
the peace process with the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) and Moro National Liberation 
Front (MNLF), hosting and facilitating (as 3rd party) peace talks with the Philippine government. 

 
On March 27, 2014, the Philippine government announced the signing of a historic peace deal, 
the Comprehensive Agreement on the Bangsamoro (CAB), with the MILF.  Brokered by Malaysia, 
the agreement would create an autonomous Bangsamoro political entity that is bigger than the 
current Autonomous Region of Muslim Mindanao.  The term Bangsamoro does not appear in the 
constitutional provision on Muslim Mindanao, but refers to the Muslim population in Mindanao, 
also known as Moro.   

 
Businessmen from the two countries are anticipating increased economic activities in Mindanao, 
following the signing.   
 
 


